The Greatness Of God - A Study Of God

Introduction our best attempt at explaining God is rather
feeble compared to who He reallyis, and it is only what we
understand of what He has chosen to disclosed to us. There is far
more that we do not know. So, humility. Any pride is hideous to God.
We need to be clear about 2 things:
1. God is uncreated, but He created every original creature:

* Angels (Derivative existence, utterly dependent.)

* Humans (Derivative existence, utterly dependent.)
2. God is everything, and we desperately need God:

* Without God, we would not exist, if God left all would die.

* When created perfect, we needed God — ‘touch not the tree’

* After sin, God is the only salvation, let alone how to live daily.
By every metric, God IS absolutelyin a league of His own. Hence, daily
humility and submission is essential, even to do this study.

Simplistic Definitions Of Each Category:

A) Essence = Who/what is God? (Known, yet not fully. Hard to grasp.)

B) Attributes = What God is like by nature (His perfections).

C) Character = How those perfections outwork toward us in history.

D) Personhood = God’s mind, will, holy affections; truly relational.

E) Godhead (Trinity) = One God, three co-eternal Persons. Same
substance.

F) Ad Extra (Will/Works/Providence/Glory) = How God freely acts
in the world.

G) Special Revelation = Ways God makes Himself known.

H) Greatness = The doxological sum of allthat God is and does.

(Part 1)

A.W. Tozer: “God’s greatness is the sum of His perfections”

(The Knowledge of the Holy)

A) GOD’S NATURE (ESSENCE
OF GOD- Ontological Being)

The essential being of God — who and what
God is in Himself, eternally and indivisibly.
(Essence = the one, simple, undivided being
of God.)

* God is Spirit — immaterial, incorporeal
being. God the Spirit is the infinite,
personal, holy Lord.

John 4:24 “God is spirit...”

¢ God is One — perfect unity of essence.
Deut. 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our
God, the LORD is one.”

¢ God is Light — holiness, truth, purity as
essential being (holy light, not physical).
1 John 1:5 “God is light, and in him is no
darkness at all.”

* God is Love — eternal self-giving
communion.

1 John 4:8, 16 “God is love.”

¢ God is Living — source of life, self-existent.
(Not just the ability to give life, He IS life.)
Jer. 10:10 “The LORD is the true God; he is
the living God and the everlasting King.”

* God is a Consuming Fire — holy in purity
and judgment.

Heb. 12:29 “Our God is a consuming fire.”
¢ God is Invisible — transcendent Spirit,

unseen by creatures.

1 Tim. 1:17 “To the King of ages, immortal,

invisible, the only God...”

* Aseity / Self-Existence — “I AM,” uncaused
being.

Exod. 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘1 AM WHO
I AM."”

¢ Incomprehensibility — God cannot be fully
known, surpasses full human
understanding.

Ps. 145:3 “Great is the LORD, and greatly
to be praised, his greatness is
unsearchable.”

* God is Blessed — God'’s perfect, self-
sufficient joy (Beatitude).

1 Timothy 1:11 “the gospel of the glory of
the blessed God.”
1 Timothy 6:15 “he who is the blessed and
only Sovereign...”

¢ Impassibility — not subject to involuntary
change or passions.

Mal. 3:6 “For | the LORD do not change.”

[Note: “Impassibility” is not a biblical term but a theological
inference from God’s immutability and perfection (Mal. 3:6; Jas.
1:17).]

Biblical Paradox/Covenantal Pair Examples:

« Infinity € Particularity
The infinite, omnipresent God became fully present in the finite
person of Jesus Christ; unlimited in perfections, yet bound in
covenant. (Isa 40:28; John 1:14; Matt 10:30)

* Invisibility €> Revelation
The unseen God reveals Himself in theophaniesand supremely in
Christ. (1 Tim 1:17; John 1:18 ¢ John 1:14; Col 1:15)

* Incomprehensibility €> Knowability
God is unsearchable in essence, yet truly known through His self-
revelation. (Job 11:7; Rom 11:33 ¢ John 17:3; 1 Cor 13:12)

Transition To Attributes of God:

God’s essence reveals what He is in Himself. From this foundation, we
turn to His attributes, which describe His perfections as revealed in
relation to creation.

From the one, simple Essence - conceptual perfections - Attributes

B) ATTRIBUTES OF GOD - Perfections

The Attributes of God are the perfections by which God’s essence is described and revealed to us in Scripture. They show what God is
in relation to His creation and creatures, while never dividing or diminishing His simple and undivided being. For clarity, these
attributes are commonly distinguished between incommunicable (those belonging to God alone, without likeness in creatures) and

communicable (those reflected in part in human life, though always imperfectly).

Descriptive perfections of God’s nature, divided into incommunicable and communicable. The known perfections of His essence.

I. Incommunicable Attributes (Essential) “Greatness of God”
¢ Eternality — God exists endlessly, without beginning or end.
Psalm 90:2 “From everlasting to everlasting you are God.”

« Self-Existence (Aseity) — God exists by the necessity of His own being; He is uncaused.

Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM.””

¢ Immutability — God does not change in His nature, character, or purpose.
Malachi 3:6 “For | the LORD do not change.”

* Omnipotence — God is all-powerful and able to accomplish His perfect will.

A Modern Parable of the Church

There was a Company whose Founder wrote a computer
Program—lean, luminous, and whole. It ran on first principles:
truth in every transaction, beauty in every output, goodness in
every effect. But managers arrived with urgent memos and
“temporary” patches: a shim to dodge repentance, a wrapper
to flatter the board, a filter to hide warnings so no one felt bad
when the system lied. The “temporary” became permanent.
The core—untouched—wasring-fenced by plug-ins that
contradicted each other: growth accelerators that throttled
integrity, care modules that suppressed correction, dashboards
that counted noise and called it success. The lattice of
intertwining branches hummed—self-referential, self-

Jeremiah 32:17 “It is you who have made the heavens and the earth by your great power... protective, self-congratulatory.

Nothing is too hard for you.”

¢ Omniscience — God knows all things—past, present, future, actual, and possible.
1 John 3:20 “God is greater than our heart, and he knows everything.”

* Omnipresence — God is present everywhere, not bound by space.

Psalm 139:7 “Where shall | go from your Spirit? Or where shall | flee from your presence?”

¢ Sovereignty — God has supreme authority and absolute rule over all creation.
Psalm 115:3 “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.”

« Simplicity (Divine Unity) — God’s attributes are perfectly one in His being.
Deuteronomy 6:4 “Hear, O Israel: The LORD our God, the LORD is one.”

¢ Infinity — God is limitless in being, knowledge, and power.

Isaiah 40:28 “The LORD is the everlasting God... his understanding is unsearchable.”

¢ Independence — God does not depend on anything or anyone for His existence.
Acts 17:25 “He himself gives to all mankind life and breath and everything.”

¢ Incomprehensibility — God is knowable, but beyond full human understanding.
Romans 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!
How unsearchable are his judgments and how inscrutable his ways!”

Il. Communicable Attributes (Moral/Relational) “Goodness of God”

In a dusty archive, someone loaded the original code. No
duplication. No cynicism. Tests named Holiness, Justice, Mercy,
Faithfulness—all passing together. But deployingit would mean
ripping out beloved add-ons, raising real exceptions, measuring
obedienceinstead of applause. The board stared at two
buttons: keep the tangle and its comforting metrics—or return
to the spec and let truth cost what it must. The servers kept
humming. Which build will they run?

We have a decision to make.

Why so many Christians are defeated and
weak

Isa 51:13 "...have forgotten the LORD, your Maker,
who stretched out the heavens and laid the
foundations of the earth, and you fear continually
all the day..." ESV

Self-Absorbtion of Modern Times
Self-absorption is one of the enemy’s sharpest
blades, dulling the church’s mind to the knowledge
of God. Without noticing, we have catechized
ourselves into a story where we are the center and

* Holiness — God is perfectly holy in His nature.

Isaiah 6:3 “Holy, holy, holy is the LORD of hosts; the whole earth is full of his glory!”

¢ Righteousness — God is morally perfect and loves what is right.
Psalm 11:7 “For the LORD is righteous; he loves righteous deeds.”
e Justice — God perfectly upholds justice in all His ways.
Deuteronomy 32:4 “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways are justice.”
¢ Jealousy — God zealously guards His honor and covenant.
Exodus 34:14 “The LORD, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God.”
e Wrath — Holy opposition to sin, God righteously opposes sin and ungodliness.
Romans 1:18 “The wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness.”
* Love — God is eternal, self-giving love.
1 John 4:8 “God is love.”
* Grace — God freely bestows unmerited favor.
Ephesians 2:8 “For by grace you have been saved through faith.”
* Mercy — God shows compassion in not giving sinners what they deserve.
Exodus 34:6 “The LORD, a God merciful and gracious...”
¢ Kindness — God’s goodness draws sinners to repentance.
Romans 2:4 “God’s kindness is meant to lead you to repentance.”
¢ Goodness — God is the source and standard of all that is good.
Psalm 119:68 “You are good and do good.”

God is our enthusiastic admirer. Even when we
denounce the sugar-coated gospel, much of it still
sticks—our liturgies of preference, our prayers of
convenience, our metrics of success. The result? A
domesticated God and a distracted people.

So test yourself: Are your reflexes God-ward or self-
ward? Do your affections burn hotter for His
holiness and mission than for your comfort and
platform? Repent of the subtle creed, “God exists
for me,” and recover the biblical confession, “We
exist for Him” (Rom 11:36). Seek the greatness of
God until it displaces the greatness of self.

God's holiness Focus

God's holinessis to be the prime focus humansare to
maintain in this life, where sin is present, while God's
love is the primary focus in heaven will be the norm.
Or, to put it more theologically precise:

Holiness is God’s eternal nature, but in heaven His
holiness is experienced primarily as love. In this life, His
holiness is experienced as separation from sin.

* Beauty the harmonious splendor of all perfections (cf. Ps 29:2 “the splendor of holiness”

e Compassion — God tenderly cares for His people.

Psalm 103:13 “As a father shows compassion to his children, so the LORD shows compassion to those who fear him.”

e Faithfulness — God is utterly trustworthy and keeps His promises.

Deuteronomy 7:9 “The LORD your God is God, the faithful God who keeps covenant.”

e Truth / Veracity — God is truth, and His word is true.
John 14:6 “l am the way, and the truth, and the life.”

e Wisdom — God is infinitely wise in His counsel. God’s perfect knowledge applied to achieve His purposes.

Romans 11:33 “Oh, the depth of the riches and wisdom and knowledge of God!”

Agreatlackin the true God of
solely ona wrong concept of the love of God and ‘niceness’ has
produced:

MARKS OF THE NEW AGE JESUS
- He promotes unconditional love & acceptance

- He judgesnoone

He i

- He wantsyouto pursue your own will

- He allows everyone into heaven and only the worst goto hell
-He doesn't Holl

How many of these false ideas doyou believe, even partly?

« Patience / Longsuffering — God restrains His judgment, giving time for repentance. Delayed judgment.
2 Peter 3:9 “The Lord is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.”

* Peace (Shalom) — God is the source of wholeness and peace.
Romans 15:33 “May the God of peace be with you all.”
e Purity — God is morally pure and cannot look upon evil.

Habakkuk 1:13 “You who are of purer eyes than to see evil and cannot look at wrong...”

Note: Sin us not 'just something bad we did that we are not supposed to, it is a violation of the holiness of God Most High, that must be paid for.

Biblical Paradox Examples:

One side emphasizes His absolute transcendence. The other side, His condescending nearness. These are not contradictions but revelations of the one simple essence as it relates to finite minds and history.

* Holiness ¢ Love

God’s consuming holiness is inseparable from His redeeming love. (Heb 12:29 ¢ 1 John 4:8; Exod 34:6)
* Impassibility €> Compassion

God is not subject to passions, yet reveals grief, love, and righteous anger. (Num 23:19; Mal 3:6 <> Hos 11:8-9; Gen 6:6)
* Transcendence € Immanence

The God who inhabitseternity dwells with the contrite and nearto all. (Isa 57:15 ¢ Ps 139:7-10; Acts 17:27)

Transition to Character of God:

Essence >
Spirit (YHWH) >

Note correlation of God's cascading self-revelation:

Character
faithfulness

)

Attribute >
aseity/fidelity >

God's attributes describe His eternal perfections; His character shows how those attributes are expressed morally and relationallyin His dealings with humanity.

From Essence & Attributes - enacted moral posture — Character.

Attributes = not “parts” of God, but distinct perfections of His one essence as revealed to us.

C) CHARACTER OF GOD - Moral Relational
Outworking of Attributes

While attributes remain ontological descriptions, character is

ethical-relational expression. The Bible consistently ties God'’s

character to His dealings with creation:

Exodus 34:6—7 - “merciful and gracious... abounding in steadfast
love and faithfulness.”

Psalm 145:17 -> “The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in
all his works.”

1John 4:8 - “God is love.”

These passages show God’s attributes (mercy, righteousness, love)
outworking morally and relationally in His conduct toward His
creation.

- It is not personality (that which is innate to being a person).

- It is not mere abstract attributes (ontological perfections).

- It is who God is in action, consistently true to His essence,
expressed in covenant, mercy, judgment, faithfulness, and love.

This aspect is usually just added into the Attributes of God, but |
want to make it as clearly defined as possible, in order to
understand God in action, not just in being.

The character of God is the moral and relational outworking of His
essence and attributes. If attributes describe what God is in
Himself, His character is the way those attributes are expressed in
action. In human terms, personality is what we are born with, but
character is the chosen and developed expression of who we are.
Our character may be good or bad, shaped by conduct; but God'’s
character is always perfectly consistent with His holy essence—His
goodness, holiness, righteousness, truthfulness, faithfulness,
mercy, grace, and love.

¢ Merciful and Gracious, Abounding in Love and Faithfulness
Exodus 34:6—7 “The LORD, the LORD, a God merciful and
gracious, slow to anger, and abounding in steadfast love and
faithfulness, keeping steadfast love for thousands, forgiving
iniquity and transgression and sin, but who will by no means
clear the guilty...”

Righteous and Kind in All His Works

Psalm 145:17 “The LORD is righteous in all his ways and kind in
all his works.”

Just and Upright, Perfect in All His Ways

Deuteronomy 32:4 “The Rock, his work is perfect, for all his ways
are justice. A God of faithfulness and without iniquity, just and
upright is he.”

God is Love

1 John 4:8 “God is love.”

Beauty as the pleasantness of God’s dealings—holiness that
moves the heart, not merely instructs it.

Ps 90:17 Let the favor of the Lord our God be upon us, and
establish the work of our hands upon us; yes, establish the work
of our hands!

Character of God (Moral Relational Outworking)

The way God'’s essence and attributes are experienced in history,

covenant, and redemption.

Holiness in Character - Israel called to be holy; God disciplines
His people (Lev. 11:44; Heb. 12:10).

Justice in Character - God vindicates the oppressed, judges the
wicked (Ps. 9:7-8).

Wrath in Character - Outpoured against sin in history and
ultimately in final judgment (Rom. 1:18; Rev. 16).

Love in Character -> God so loved the world He gave His Son
(John 3:16; Rom. 5:8).

Faithfulness in Character - He keeps covenant promises to
Abraham, Israel, and the Church (Deut. 7:9; 1 Thess. 5:24).

Mercy in Character -> Compassion shown to the weak and
repentant (Ps. 103:13; Luke 15).

Wisdom in Character - Directing history and guiding His people
(Rom. 11:33; James 1:5).

Peace in Character -> Shalom given to His people
(Judg. 6:24; Phil. 4:7).

Biblical Paradox Examples:

 Justice €> Mercy
The Judge of all the earth punishessin, yet forgives the repentant through Christ. (Gen 18:25; Rom
3:26 <> Mic 7:18; Exod 34:6-7)

* Wrath ¢ Love
God’s settled opposition to sin is inseparable from His self-giving love. (Nah 1:2; Rom 1:18 <> John
3:16; 1 John 4:8)

* Goodness € Evil Permitted
The absolutely good God allows evil and suffering, yet redeems through them. (Ps 34:8; Ps 18:30 <>
Job 1:21; Gen 50:20)

Transition

God'’s character reveals how His eternal essence and attributes are expressed in action toward His
creation. This naturally leads to considering His personhood, which emphasizes that God is notan
impersonal force, but a personal Being who knows, wills, feels, and relates.

Who God is as Essence, Attributes & Character; how personal perfections flow out— Personhood. I

Character = attributes “in motion” toward creation, covenant, salvation, and judgment.

D) PERSONHOOD OF GOD & RELATIONALITY

E) THE GODHEAD (TRINITY)

The personhood of God means He is not an impersonal force or
abstract principle but a personal and relational Being. Scripture
shows that God possesses intellect, will, emotion (rightly
understood), self-awareness, and relationality—all essential
qualities of personhood. He knows, wills, feels, communicates,
and enters into covenant. This truth stands in contrast to false
views (e.g., Jehovah’s Witnesses regarding the Holy Spirit as an
impersonal “force”).

* God is Personal and Near
Psalm 145:18 “The LORD is near to all who call on him, to all
who call on him in truth.”

¢ Intellect — God thinks, reasons, and understands all things.
Romans 11:33 “O the depth of the riches and wisdom and
knowledge of God! How unsearchable are his judgments and
how inscrutable his ways!”

¢ Will - God makes deliberate choices according to His

purposes.

Ephesians 1:11 “...according to the purpose of him who works
all things according to the counsel of his will.”

¢ Emotion — God expresses righteous emotions, consistent with

His holy nature.

Ephesians 4:30 “Do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, by whom
you were sealed for the day of redemption.”

» Self-Awareness — God speaks of Himself and declares His own

eternal identity.

Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM.””

* Relationality — God is not abstract but covenantally present,

revealing Himself personally to His people.

Jeremiah 31:33 “I will be their God, and they shall be my
people.”

* Emotions / Divine Affections — God’s affections are real and
covenantally consistent with His holy nature (not unstable
passions). God's expressive affections (love, anger, jealousy,
compassion) rightly understood without human frailty or
changeability.

Hosea 11:8 “My heart recoils within me; my compassion grows
warm and tender.”
Love: Jer. 31:3; 1 John 4:8
Anger: Ps. 7:11; Nah. 1:2
Jealousy: Exod. 34:14
Compassion: Hos. 11:8; Matt. 9:36 (Compassion is sorrow
for the sufferings of another with the urge to help.)

Notes: While God's essence does not change, His relational
affections are genuinely expressed. Conservative theology must
carefully avoid both open theism and stoic impassibility.

(Note: God’s relationality is expressed in covenant, adoption, and
indwelling. Ancient Jewish thought also spoke of divine relational
presence through concepts such as the Memra and Shekinah
[e.g., Targum Neofiti, Philo].)

Definition: God's expressive affections (love, anger, jealousy,
compassion) rightly understood without human frailty or
changeability.

Focus: God's moral responsiveness in covenantal relationship.

Biblical Basis:
Love: Jer. 31:3; 1 John 4:8
Anger: Ps. 7:11; Nah. 1:2
Jealousy: Exod. 34:14
Compassion: Hos. 11:8; Matt. 9:36

Notes: While God's essence does not change, His relational
affections are genuinely expressed. Conservative theology
must carefully avoid both open theism and stoic impassibility.

Affections Without Passibility
Not passions as involuntary fluctuations; true affections
consonant with immutable holiness.

Prayer

Prayer is real participation; covenant life is genuine fellowship.
Because God wills, knows, and loves personally, prayer is real
participation in His purposes (Phil 4:6—7; Jas 5:16).

Biblical Paradox Examples:
* Omnipotence ¢ Self-Limitation
The Almighty voluntarily limits Himself in incarnation and in granting creaturely freedom.
(Jer 32:17; Dan 4:35 & Phil 2:7; Matt 7:7)
* O €> Human
God knows all things exhaustively, yet human seeking and decisions are real.
(Ps 139:1-4; Acts 15:18 <> Jer 29:13; Gen 22:12)

Transition
God'’s personhood affirms that He is a living, personal Being who knows, wills, feels, and relates. This
prepares the way for the doctrine of the Trinity—the one God who exists eternally in three distinct

Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. l

Trinitarian perfections - redemptive outworking— Godhead.

'THE ETERNAL GODHEAD

'...no human pen or tongue can define God by mere words, and that the finite mind of man cannot explain
the mystery of the Godhead. The Scriptures do not attempt to explain the mystery; they simply declare it.
(Colossians 2:2; | Timothy 3:16) Much of the misunderstanding relative to the being of God, especially in the
area of the distinctions in the Godhead, has come into the Church because of the terminology and theological
phraseology that has been developed through the centuries.” Kevin Conner (Foundations of Christian Doctrine)

The Trinity is the unity of the divine essence in three co-eternal Persons: Father, Son, and Holy Spirit—each
fully and equally God, yet distinct in Personhood. This is not three gods, but one God in three Persons.
Scripture reveals this mystery in two aspects: the ontological Trinity (being of God as three-in-one) and the
economic Trinity (how Father, Son, and Spirit work in creation and redemption).
* The Ontological Trinity — One divine essence in three co-equal, co-eternal Persons.
2 Corinthians 13:14 “The grace of the Lord Jesus Christ and the love of God and the fellowship of th
Holy Spirit be with you all.”
® The Economic Trinity — The Triune Persons act inseparably yet distinctly in redemptive history.
Matthew 28:19 “Baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.”
Tiny Timeline (Processions - Missions = Doxology)
e Incarnation — Father sends the Son - the Word becomes flesh (John 3:16-17; 1:14).
e Pentecost — Father and Son send the Spirit > poured out on the church
(John 15:26; Acts 2:1-4, 33).
e Church’s Mission — Spirit glorifies the Son to the Father’s praise - witness to the
nations. (John 16:14; Matt 28:18-20; Eph 1:13-14).
® The Spirit proceeds from the Father and is sent by the Son.
John 14:16-17 “I will ask the Father, and he will give you another Helper, to be with you forever,
even the Spirit of truth...”
¢ Unity of God with diversity of Persons.
Ephesians 4:4-6 “There is one body and one Spirit... one Lord, one faith, one baptism, one God and
Father of all, who is over all and through all and in all.”

Biblical Paradox Examples:

¢ Unity ¢ Trinity: One divine essence, yet three co-eternal Persons: Father, Son, and Spirit. (Deut 6:4 <>
Matt 28:19; 2 Cor 13:14)

¢ Glory Hidden ¢ Glory Revealed: God'’s intrinsic majesty is veiled yet manifested in creation, redemption,
and Christ. (Isa 42:8; Exod 33:18 ¢ Ps 19:1; John 1:14)

Transition to Additional Facets Of God:

The doctrine of the Trinity reveals who God is in Himself. From here, we turn to the additional facets of
God'’s revealed being (ad extra)—His will, decrees, works, providence, sovereignty, glory, and
accommodation—showing how the Triune God acts toward the world.

Who God is - how He acts Ad Extra toward creation — Additional Facets Of God.
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Clarification Notes ILLUSTRATION

® Beauty is triune—the Father’s glory shining in the Son, by the Spirit (John 17:24; Heb 1:3).

® Kingdom Program inseparable operations; missions of Father, Son and Spirit (John 20:21; 14:16-17). Effect: the church experiences triune grace, love,
and fellowship.

® The ontological Trinity refers to God’s eternal being: Father, Son, and Spirit are co-equal, co-eternal, and of the same essence (oVola, ousia). The
economic Trinity refers to the distinct roles of Father, Son, and Spirit in creation, redemption, and sanctification (e.g., the Father sending the Son, the
Son accomplishing redemption, the Spirit applying salvation). This distinction safeguards both the unity of God’s essence and the real distinctions of
Persons without dividing the Godhead.

Additionally, it is important to distinguish between categories of unity:

Simple Unity — a singular, indivisible oneness (like a mathematical point, or an indivisible atom). This cannot describe the Trinity accurately.
Composite Unity — a unity made up of parts, like a machine assembled from components. This also, cannot describe the Trinity accurately.

Neither of these categories is compatible with conservative evangelical theology, because they compromise either God’s simplicity (by dividing Him
into parts) or God’s tri-personal nature (by flattening Him into absolute singularity).

Instead, Scripture presents God as a compound unity (e.g., Deut. 6:4 echad), not in an ontological sense but in a biblical sense: one essence, yet with
plurality within that unity. Examples help illustrate:

A machine is composite (parts joined into one whole).

A bunch of grapes is a compound unity (many grapes, yet called “one cluster”).

The Trinity is a unique compound unity — one God, three Persons — without division of essence.

® Processions & Missions (Trinity). Ad intra (within God’s being): the Son is eternally begotten of the Father and the Spirit eternally proceeds from the
Father (and, per Western theology, from the Father and the Son). Ad extra (toward creation): the Father sends the Son to accomplish redemption and
the Father and the Son send the Spirit to apply redemption—anchoring the distinction between who God is (ontological) and how God acts
(economic) (Jn 1:14,18;15:26; 3:16-17; 14:16,26; 20:21-22; Gal 4:4-6).
This is the stabilizing link between them.

® Appropriations & Inseparable Operations. The three divine Persons act inseparably in every work ad extra (one will, one power, one undivided
operation), yet Scripture appropriates certain works fittingly to each Person to teach us their personal properties: creation from the Father, through
the Son, by the Spirit (1 Cor 8:6; Col 1:16-17; Gen 1:2); redemption from the Father who sends, accomplished by the Son, applied by the Spirit
(John 3:16; Eph 1:7; Titus 3:5; Heb 9:14); sanctification by the Spirit, in Christ, from the Father (2 Thess 2:13; 1 Cor 1:2; 1 Thess 5:23). Thus, while
works are one and indivisible (John 5:19; 10:30), pedagogical appropriations keep us from dividing the essence or collapsing the Persons.

F) ADDITIONAL FACETS OF GOD’S REVEALED BEING (Ad Extra)

These are manifestations of God in relation to the world, expressing how the eternal God acts ad extra—toward
creation, providence, redemption, and history. These additions focus less on who God is in Himself and more on

what God does and purposes to do.

o Will of God (Decretive, Preceptive, and Permissive). God’s will is expressed in His eternal decrees (hidden), His

revealed commands (preceptive), and His sovereign permissions in history.

Deut 29:29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but the things that are revealed belong to us...”
® Decretive Will (Decree, or Sovereign Will): This is God's ultimate, hidden plan of what shall certainly

come to pass (Related to "The Decrees Of God"). Nothing can thwart this will.

«* What shall be.

¢ Preceptive Will (or Revealed Will/Precepts): This is God's declared command of what we should do (e.g.,

the 10 Comm., the Sermon on Mount). Humans can and do violate this will daily.

«*» What ought to be.

e Permissive Will: It describes what God sovereignly allows to happen through free choices of moral agents,
even though it is contrary to His preceptive will. It is not that He desires sin, but that He wills to permit it for

the sake of granting genuine freedom and achieving a greater good.

¢ Decrees of God. God’s eternal, sovereign plan determined before the foundation of the world.
Isa 46:10 “My counsel shall stand, and | will accomplish all my purpose.”
Acts 2:23 “...Jesus, delivered up according to the definite plan and foreknowledge of God...”

«*» What God allows and overrules.

God’s decree is certain yet incorporates the free responses of His creatures, known exhaustively from eternity.
As Robert Picirilli writes: “God... so planned all things that what he does is often in response to what his free
creatures do... What God does, though responsive, is not impromptu. He eternally purposed to do just that in
that circumstance.” (Grace, Faith, Free Will, p. 43). Charles Hodge, Systematic Theology, Vol. 1, treats the

decrees as foundational for understanding God’s relation to creation.

* Works of God (Opera Dei ad extra). God’s external acts in creation, providence, redemption, judgment, and

consummation. Distinguishes who God is (being) from what God does (works).

Psa 104:24 “O LORD, how manifold are your works! In wisdom have you made them all; the earth is full of

your creatures.”
John 5:17 “But Jesus answered them, ‘My Father is working until now, and | am working.””
e Creation (His Creatorship) Bringing the universe into existence from nothing (Gen 1:1)

® Providence (Divine Government) (Ps. 104; Heb. 1:3) Preservation (sustaining creation), concurrence
(divine cooperation with secondary causes), and governance (directing all things toward divine purposes)

e Redemption (John 3:16; Gal. 4:4)
¢ Judgment (Rom. 2:5-6; Rev. 20)
o Glorification/Consummation (Rev. 21-22)

¢ Providence of God. God’s continual upholding, governing, and directing of all things.
Col 1:17 “And he is before all things, and in him all things hold together.”
Heb 1:3 “...he upholds the universe by the word of his power.”
Providence is the execution of the decrees in time:

® Preservation: God maintains in existence all that He has created (Colossians 1:17; Hebrews 1:3).

The Son is described as "upholding the universe by the word of his power."

e Governance: God directs and governs all things to accomplish His purposes. He is not a passive observer

but the active ruler of the universe (Psalm 103:19).

e Concurrence: This explains how God's sovereign will works in, with, and through the actions of His free
creatures without violating their agency. From a Free Will perspective, God's providential governance
operates by permitting and directing the free choices of humans and angels toward His ultimate
intended end, even when those choices are sinful (e.g., God using the evil actions of Joseph's brothers

for the ultimate good of saving the family, Genesis 50:20).

Providence triad: Preservation, Concurrence, Governance—(e.g., Joseph, Gen 50:20). A.W. Tozer: providence is
God’s “continuous activity” in sustaining and directing creation (Knowledge of the Holy, 1961, p. 97).

e Sovereignty of God. God’s supreme authority and control over all creation. God’s sovereignty allows human
freedom, as He chooses to limit His control to enable genuine response. It is added here because Sovereignty is
not fully captured by attributes like omnipotence (power) or transcendence (otherness), as it specifically

addresses God’s authority and governance. Sovereignty includes human free will.
Psa 115:3 “Our God is in the heavens; he does all that he pleases.”

Dan 4:35 “He does according to his will... and none can stay his hand or say to him, ‘What have you done?"”

e Lament & Hiddenness Psalm 13:1; Psalm 88:18 — “How long, O LORD? ... Darkness has become my only

companion.”

God’s holiness, love, and sovereignty meet suffering not by denial but by authorizing lament—truthful prayer
that protests evil while trusting the Covenant LORD. Permission to lament is itself a fruit of divine goodness and
truth, carrying sufferers from complaint to renewed trust. Lament is permitted and taught by God; it is a fruit of
His goodness and truth, carrying sufferers from complaint to renewed trust (“But | have trusted in your

steadfast love,” (Ps 13:5; cf. Ps 34:18).

¢ Glory & Beauty of God The weight of God’s splendor—His intrinsic majesty, manifested presence, and revealed

excellence.
Psalm 19:1 “The heavens declare the glory of God, and the sky above proclaims his handiwork.”

John 1:14 “We have seen his glory, glory as of the only Son from the Father, full of grace and truth.”
e Beauty of the LORD (Pulchritudo Dei) — the radiant loveliness of God’s glory that draws desire and

worship.

Psa 27:4 “...to gaze upon the beauty of the LORD and to inquire in his temple.”
Exo 28:2 “And you shall make holy garments... for glory and for beauty.”

Psa 50:2 “Out of Zion, the perfection of beauty, God shines forth.”

® Beauty of theophanies/temple imagery: garments “for glory and for beauty” (Exod 28:2), “your eyes will

behold the king in his beauty” (Isa 33:17), and the Son’s radiant vision (Rev 1:13-16).

¢ Divine Accommodation. God reveals Himself in ways suited to human capacity, without compromising truth.
Hos 11:4 “I led them with cords of kindness, with the bands of love, and | became to them as one who eases the

yoke...”

John 1:18 “No one has ever seen God; the only God, who is at the Father’s side, he has made him known.”
Heb 1:1-2 “Long ago... God spoke to our fathers by the prophets, but in these last days he has spoken to us by

his Son.”

Continued >

CONTINUED....F) ADDITIONAL FACETS OF GOD’S REVEALED BEING

(Ad Extra)

¢ Kingdom Program (Missio Dei. Creation - Consummation) God’s royal purpose to fill
creation with His glory by redeeming a people and restoring all things under Messiah’s rule—
a macro-frame (Gen 1 - Rev 22) that unites the covenants, honours the Israel/Church
distinction, and commissions the Church to the nations.
This the macro-frame gathers will, decrees, providence, sovereignty, glory, and
accommodation into a single storyline (Creation = Consummation) Leading to Covenants,
Names & Theophanies in the next category.

e Creation Aim (Design): Humanity tasked to image God and fill the earth with His glory.
Genesis 1:28 “Be fruitful... fill the earth and subdue it”; Habakkuk 2:14 “the earth will
be filled with the knowledge of the glory of the LORD.”

® Covenantal Backbone (Promise):

- Abrahamic (Gen 12; 15; 17): people/land/blessing to the nations.
- Davidic (2 Sam 7; Ps 89): eternal throne/king.
- New Covenant (Jer 31:31-34; Heb 8-9): forgiveness, new heart, Spirit.
Note: Israel and the Church remain distinct: the Church is a mystery body
(Eph 3:5-6), grafted in (Rom 11:17-24), while God’s promises to national
Israel stand (Rom 11:26-29).
e Christocentric Fulfilment (Inauguration):

Mark 1:15 “The kingdom of God is at hand.”

Matthew 28:18-20 “All authority... make disciples of all nations...”

Acts 1:8 “You will be my witnesses... to the end of the earth.”

Inaugurated reign in the Son; mission of the Church extends the gospel to the nations

by the Spirit.

® Providence & Sovereignty (Execution): God orders history to His ends.

Ephesians 1:11 “works all things according to the counsel of his will”; Acts 2:23
(redemption planned and accomplished).

e Israel/Church Distinction (Integrity):

Acts 1:6—7 shows future restoration concerns remain; Romans 11 promises a future
turning of Israel while the Church (Jew + Gentile in one body) pursues the Great
Commission now.

e Consummation (Goal):

Revelation 11:15 “The kingdom of the world has become the kingdom of our Lord and
of his Christ.”

Revelation 21-22: new creation, God dwelling with His people; nations healed and
worshiping.

Biblical Paradox Examples:
* Sovereignty €> Human Freedom
God ordains all things, yet humans are called to genuine choice and responsibility. (Isa 46:10;
Eph 1:11 ¢ Deut 30:19; Acts 2:23)
¢ Faithfulness ¢> Delay
God never fails, yet His promises may seem slow in fulfillment.
(2 Tim 2:13 ¢ Hab 2:3; 2 Pet 3:9)
* Peace ¢ Division
Christ brings true shalom, yet His truth divides. (Num 6:24-26; John 14:27 <> Matt 10:34)

Transition

These additional facets of God’s revealed being demonstrate how the Triune God acts toward

the world—His will, decrees, works, providence, sovereignty, glory, and accommodation. From

here, we turn to special revelatory expressions, which show how God makes Himself known by
His names, appearances, covenant, and holy fear.

Clarification Note: Ad Intra vs. Ad Extra

It is crucial to distinguish between God’s ad intra reality (His essence and eternal life within Himself) and His ad extra works (His actions toward
creation).

Ad intra refers to God in Himself: His essence, attributes, character, and tri-personal communion. These are eternal, unchangingrealities of who God
is apart from creation.

Ad extra refers to God’s works outside Himself: His will, decrees, providence, sovereignty, glory, and accommodation. These are not changes in God’s
being but His free expressions toward creation.

This distinction safeguards two key truths:

God’s actions in history do not alter His eternal nature (immutability).

His works ad extra are real, covenantal, and revelatory—yet they flow from His unchanging essence.

For example:

God'’s decrees are eternal, but their outworking unfoldsin time.

His providence sustains creation moment by moment, yet does not change His eternal being.

His glory is intrinsic, but manifested ad extra through creation, redemption, and revelation.

In short, God is eternally complete in Himself (ad intra), yet He freely reveals Himself toward us (ad extra). This prevents us from confusing His
eternal essence with His temporal works, while affirming both as fully true.

Clarification Note: Biblical Paradox (Dialectical/Covenantal Pairs)

Biblical Paradoxes/Covenantal pairs are not contradictionsto solve but perfections to adore and obey—held together in God’s one, holy love for His
people. Paradoxes are to evoke worship, not division

Western readers often struggle with truths about God that seem to stand in tension — e.g., God’s immutability versus His covenantal expressions of
grief or compassion, His eternal decrees versus the reality of prayer, His absolute sovereignty versus human responsibility. To the Western/Greek
mind, shaped by Aristotelian logic, these pairs must be resolved into a single category, with sharp demarcations. Thus, one truth is often elevated at
the expense of the other.

By contrast, the Hebraic mindset in which Scripture was written embraced paradox — what we may call dialectical pairs or covenantal pairs. Truths
that appear opposed to us are held together in covenantal balance, without collapse or contradiction. The Bible presents God as both transcendent
and immanent (Isa 57:15; Ps 145:18), unchangingin essence (Mal 3:6) yet responding relationallyin history (Hos 11:8; Gen 6:6). These are not
contradictionsto be solved, but dimensions of God’s fullness that transcend our categories.

Hebraic balance: The Hebrew Bible holds together ontology and presence. God is (ontologically self-existent), and God is with (relationally faithful).
Western habits often split these; Scripture refuses the split. The Name itself unites them: “I AM” who “will be with you.”

This is why the Jewish and early Christian mind could accept God as both one and yet Father, Son, and Spirit without forcing the mystery intoa
simplistic formula. It is also why they could affirm that God decrees all things, yet genuinely calls His people to repent and obey. To summarize:
Western approach - “either/or,” seeking precision by division. One or the other thinking.

Hebraic approach - “both/and,” holdingtruths in paradox under God’s unity.

Theological lesson - What appear as contradictionsto us are often complementary realities in God, united in His covenantal faithfulness.

Thus, when we speak of God’s works ad intra (His eternal essence) and ad extra (His actions toward creation), we must resist the temptation to
flatten one into the other. Both stand together as fully true, without contradiction, in the mystery of the living God.

Biblical Paradox (“Covenantal Pairs”) — Teach, pray, and preach paradox without collapsing either pole. The modern Church largely has collapsed
the justice of God, to elevate the love of God.

G) SPECIAL REVELATORY EXPRESSIONS OF God (Part 1)

God reveals Himself to humanity not only through His essence, attributes, and
actions, but also by special expressions that disclose His identity, covenantal
purposes, and presence. These revelations bridge the infinite God to finite man
in ways that are accessible, personal, and covenantally binding.

Modes that bridge essence to experience:

¢ Names of God
God’s names reveal His essence, character, covenantal identity, and activity.
They serve as revelatory bridges between His being and His relationship to
His people.
Exodus 3:14 “God said to Moses, ‘| AM WHO | AM.””
Psalm 8:1 “O LORD, our Lord, how majestic is your name in all the earth!”
Genesis 17:1 “l am God Almighty [El Shaddai]; walk before me, and be
blameless.” (Next Chart)

Theophanies - Christophanies

God manifested His presence in visible form, often as the Angel of the LORD,
or in pre-incarnate appearances of Christ.

Exodus 3:2 “And the angel of the LORD appeared to him in a flame of fire out
of the midst of a bush.”

Daniel 3:25 “But | see four men unbound, walking in the midst of the fire...
and the appearance of the fourth is like a son of the gods.”

Fear of the LORD

The fear of the LORD is a reverent awe and recognition of God’s holiness,
majesty, and authority—the beginning of wisdom and knowledge.

Proverbs 1:7 “The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge.”

Isaiah 11:2-3 “...the Spirit of knowledge and the fear of the LORD. And his
delight shall be in the fear of the LORD.”

Psalm 33:8 “Let all the earth fear the LORD; let all the inhabitants of the
world stand in awe of him!”

God’s Covenant Relationships

God revealed Himself by binding Himself to His people through covenants,
showing His faithfulness and redemptive plan.

Exodus 19:5 “Now therefore, if you will indeed obey my voice and keep my
covenant, you shall be my treasured possession among all peoples.”
Jeremiah 31:31 “Behold, the days are coming, declares the LORD, when | will
make a new covenant with the house of Israel and the house of Judah.”
Genesis 12:2-3 “I will make of you a great nation, and | will bless you... and in
you all the families of the earth shall be blessed.” (Next Chart)

Kingdom Program - Missio Dei

Gen 1 - Rev 22) that unites covenants, Israel/Church distinction (as you
hold), and the Great Commission under God’s royal purpose.

This the macro-frame that gathers will, decrees, providence, sovereignty,
glory, and accommodation into a single storyline (Creation - Consummation)
Covenants are the backbone of the mission; Israel/Church distinction
honored (Gen 12; 2 Sam 7; Jer 31; Eph 3).

One what, Three who; same essence, distinct relations; inseparable operations,
fitting appropriations.

Transition to the Greatness of God Summary:

God’s special revelatory expressions—His names, appearances, the fear of the
Lord, and covenant relationships—make His essence and purposes known in
direct and personal ways. All these lead us to consider the greatness of God,
the unsearchable totality of His nature, attributes, character, personhood,
Trinity, and revelation.

NOTE on Fear of the Lord

The “Fear of the LORD” is a distinct mode or medium through which God discloses Himself to human consciousness. Its
mechanics are not psychological alone; they are red: ive-historical, r y events that confront the creature with
the unveiled presence, word, or judgment of God. “Fear of the Lord” isn’t simply a feeling of terror or dread, but a complex
response with both internal and external manifestations— a set of “mechanics,” if you will — that reveal how God makes
Himself known to humanity. It’s a foundational element of a right relationship with God, deeply rooted in the Old
Testament and carried forward into the New.

How the Fear of God Manifests (Mechanics):

* Awe and Reverence (Internal): At its core, the Fear of the Lord is a profound sense of awe and reverence before God’s
majesty, holiness, and power. It’s recognizing His utter otherness and our own limitations. Thisisn’t paralyzing fear, but
a humbling recognition of His greatness. (Proverbs 1:7: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of knowledge.”)

* Moral Sensitivity (Internal): This awe leads to a heightened moral sensitivity. Recognizing God’s holiness makes us
acutely aware of our own sinfulness and the gravity of transgression. It cultivates a desire to live in accordance with His
will. (Isaiah 6:5: “Woe to me!...for | am a man of uncleanlips, and | live among a people of unclean lips.”)

* Obedience and Submission (External): The Fear of the Lord isn’t merely an internal feeling; it manifests in outward
obedience and submission to God’s commands. It’s a willingness to surrender our own desires and plans to His
sovereign will. Deuteronomy 10:12-13: “And now, Israel, what does the Lord your God require of you? To fear the Lord
your God, to walk in all his ways, and to love him and serve him with all your heart and with all your soul.”)

© Hatred of Evil (External): A genuine Fear of the Lord leads to a hatred of evil and a desire to turn away from sin. It’s not
simply avoiding punishment, but a deep revulsion at anythingthat dishonors God. (Proverbs 8:13: “The fear of the Lord
is hatred of evil.”)

o Trustand Dependence (Internal/External): Paradoxically, the Fear of the Lord also fosters trust and dependence on
God. Recognizing our own weakness and His strength leads us to rely on Him for guidance, protection, and provision.
(Psalm 34:9: “Fear the Lord, you his saints, for those who fear him have no lack.”)

© Humility (Internal): Recognizing God’s greatness inherently leads to humility. It diminishes our pride and self-reliance,
fostering a teachable spirit and a willingness to learn from God. (Proverbs 22:4: “The reward for humility and the fear of
the Lord are riches and honor and life.”)

Mechanics — How it Works:

* Revelation of God’s Character: The Fear of the Lord is cultivated through the revelation of God’s character — His
holiness, justice, love, and power. This revelation comes through Scripture, prayer, and personal experience.

* Conviction by the Holy Spirit: The Holy Spirit's crucial role in convicting us of sin and awakening a sense of reverence for
God.

 Discipline and Correction: God sometimes uses discipline and correction to cultivate the Fear of the Lord in our lives.

(Hebrews 12:6: “For the Lord disciplinesthose whom he loves...”)
* Contemplation of God’s Works: Meditatingon God'’s creation and His mighty acts in history can inspire awe and

reverence.
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