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SBL Abbreviations and Citation Protocol Reference Sheet
1. Bible Book Abbreviations
Old Testament/Hebrew Bible:
Gen, Exod, Lev, Num, Deut, Josh, Judg, Ruth, 1–2 Sam, 1–2 Kgs, 1–2 Chr, Ezra, Neh, Esth, Job, Ps/Pss, Prov, Eccl (Qoheleth), Song (Cant), Isa, Jer, Lam, Ezek, Dan, Hos, Joel, Amos, Obad, Jonah, Mic, Nah, Hab, Zeph, Hag, Zech, Mal
New Testament:
Matt, Mark, Luke, John, Acts, Rom, 1–2 Cor, Gal, Eph, Phil, Col, 1–2 Thess, 1–2 Tim, Titus, Phlm, Heb, Jas, 1–2 Pet, 1–2–3 John, Jude, Rev
Apocrypha/Deuterocanonical:
Tob, Jdt, Add Esth, Wis, Sir, Bar, Ep Jer, Add Dan, Pr Azar, Bel, Sg Three, Sus, 1–2 Macc, 3–4 Macc, 1–2 Esd, Pr Man, Ps 151
2. Journal and Series Abbreviations
Examples:
ABD – Anchor Bible Dictionary
BSac – Bibliotheca Sacra
JSOTSup – Journal for the Study of the Old Testament Supplement Series
BAGD – Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament and Other Early Christian Literature
3. Citation Protocols
Footnotes (First Citation):
Charles H. Talbert, *Reading John: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Fourth Gospel and the Johannine Epistles* (New York: Crossroad, 1992), 127.
Subsequent Citation:
Talbert, *Reading John*, 22.
Journal Article:
Martin Buss, “The Psalms of Asaph and Korah,” *JBL* 82 (1963): 387–92.
Encyclopedia Entry:
Stanley D. Walters, “Jacob Narrative,” *ABD* 3:599–609.
Bibliography Entries:
Talbert, Charles H. *Reading John: A Literary and Theological Commentary on the Fourth Gospel and the Johannine Epistles.* New York: Crossroad, 1992.
Buss, Martin. “The Psalms of Asaph and Korah.” *Journal of Biblical Literature* 82 (1963): 387–92.
Walters, Stanley D. “Jacob Narrative.” Pages 599–609 in *The Anchor Bible Dictionary*. Edited by David Noel Freedman. 6 vols. New York: Doubleday, 1992.
4. Scripture Citation Rules
- Use inline citations (e.g., Rom 3:21–26; 4:1–5)
- Abbreviate with chapter/verse (e.g., v., vv.)
- Include version tag where relevant (e.g., Prov 1:1 LXX)
5. Formatting and Style Notes
- Use SBL transliteration conventions for Hebrew/Greek terms.
- Ancient sources should use standardized abbreviations (e.g., 1QpHab 5:3; m. Sanh. 4:5; ANF 1.243).
- Digital sources require access date and URL.
- All sources must follow SBL citation formatting: Author, *Title*, Place: Publisher, Year, Page.

